BAPTIST CHURCHy

- “FERVENT” PRAYER STUDY

Calvary women are studying
God’s word each Tuesday
night as they dive deep into
the Fervent prayer Bible

¥ Study. As the smiles on their
. faces show, these ladies look

forward to their weekly time
together in study and prayer.

Following Jesus. Friending the world.

531 Haywood Rd
Asheville, NC 28806

FIND US AT
calvarync.org

Volunteer News

Thank you to all who serve our kids and
their families by volunteering in our
nursery and during Children’s Church.
Nursery volunteers should be sure to
be in place by 10:15 am. If you are
unable to serve on your scheduled
date, please contact someone else on
the schedule and arrange to swap
dates with them, and please let Kelly
know of your change
(kids@calvarync.org or 828-729-6793).

Matthew 19:14, NIV

— December 2021 —
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Watch our worship services on-line.
Services are posted on our website on Sunday afternoons.

www.calvarync.org/messages

from the Pastor...

When is Jesus coming back? What will it be like? Will we, the church, go through “the great tribulation” or
not? Will we be “raptured”, and if so, when? How does America fit into the calendar of end-time events?
How about Israel? Who is the anti-Christ? What about the mark of the beast —isn’t it some type of
microchip? When Jesus returns, aren’t we supposed to be soldiers in an army that, alongside the
Victorious Sword-bearing Warrior Jesus, fights the enemies of God?

Churches that observe the Advent season which leads us toward Christmas often consider the second-
coming of Jesus during the first week of Advent. Why? Because the word “advent” literally means

“coming.” And while at Christmas we primarily celebrate Jesus’ first coming as a babe in a manger, the

early season of Advent has been a time when the Church is reminded to ponder His “coming,” His “advent,
the second time, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

As | have studied and examined the scriptures for many years regarding Jesus’ second coming, there is one thing that has become
abundantly clear to me: there is a lot we do not know, a whole lot. In fact, we quite often think we know much more about it than we
actually do. There are so many interpretations of the book of Revelation and Daniel which, when piecemealed together with a few
other texts, have been espoused as a roadmap of the end-times. Millions of books have been sold which go well beyond what the
scriptures teach. Charts and timelines have been created to lay out in clear detail how it all happens. However, what | have
discovered in my study of these scriptures is that God did not choose to give us a roadmap of Jesus’ second coming — not even close.
Rather, God chose to give us a picture of who Jesus is, in all His glory. As G. B. Caird has said so well in his extraordinary commentary
on Revelation, “The end is not an event, but a person, the First and the Last.” Just as the first Advent, Christmas, is about Jesus and
only about Jesus, so too, the second Advent, when properly understood, is about Jesus and only about Jesus.

Possibly in the coming year, we will look together as a church family at what the Bible says about such matters: end-times, Jesus’
return, the tribulation, the rapture, the battle of Armageddon, and the like. (If that interests you, please let me know.) And if we do
pursue this in the coming year, | am certain that we all will be pleasantly surprised by what we discover, because Jesus’ second
coming, while different in so many ways from His first coming as a humble babe in a manger, will yet be the coming of the same God-
in-the-flesh who chose death on the cross over the use of the sword. We will discover together that the Jesus of the Bible is the same
yesterday, today, and forever, and that Jesus — God with skin on — is coming as the apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3 nearly 2000 years
ago to a church who eagerly anticipated Jesus’ immanent coming:

“But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one
day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be
dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God.” 2 Peter 3:8-12a

He has come, and He is coming. And that’s Good News this Christmas!

- Rendell

+  CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE — 5:00 PM
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not displaying the Calvary tag is subject to a parking
ticket . If you receive a parking ticket for parking at
Calvary at any time, please submit that ticket to the
church office. We will ensure the ticket is voided by
the company that manages parking for Calvary.

JOIN OUR SUNDAY MORNING
PRAYER TEAM

Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry
We have boxes located in the basement hallway off Baker Street to collect items needed to help ABCCM
reach those in need in our area. The Mission Field is world wide, including our own back yard. Items are
%’ gathered once a month and taken to ABCCM for distribution as part of their emergency needs program. As

join the prayer team to pray during our worship
memory and honor. 4 service, please contact Butch Stillwell at

you do your grocery shopping, please consider picking up an extra item or two to help ABCCM minister to our 828-768-8313 or butchstillwell64@gmail.com

neighbors. Items needed are: bottled water, beans, rice, pasta, canned goods, small soaps, toothbrushes,
Yamg o¢ toothpaste, wash cloths, gloves, socks, coats, blankets, flashlights and batteries, scarves and toboggins,
feminine products, deodorant, razors, combs, brushes, nail clippers.
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Thank you for your faithfulness to Calvary Baptist Church and the finances needed to maintain our
ministries and facility. God is honoring your attention to the work here.

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. “ 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
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